
Updated March 23, 2022 

2022 SUNSHINE COAST ISLANDS CLEAN UP – MATERIAL FAQS 
The Recycling Council of BC provides a wide variety of options for recycling items not collected during Islands Clean Up.  

Visit their website at www.rcbc.ca or call them at 604-RECYCLE.                          

 

 

Item 
Why is the material not accepted 

in the Islands Clean Up? 
Recycling or Disposal Options 

Alarm – smoke/carbon 
monoxide  

Part of a product stewardship program. Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 London Drugs, Gibsons 

 Trail Bay Hardware, Sechelt 
 

Batteries -– AGM (closed 
cell for marine or vehicle)  

Accepted in 2023. Wait till next year. 
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 

Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC  

 Canadian Tire, Sechelt 

 KalTire, Sechelt 
 

Batteries – leaking or 
corroded 

Leaking or corroded household batteries are a hazardous 
material. 
 
Safety and who to contact can be found at Call2Recycle or by 
checking their FAQ section on Battery Recycling Safety 

Place in a sturdy leak-proof container or plastic bag, and drop 
off at no charge at: 

 Canadian Tire, Sechelt 

 Connected Electronics, Sechelt 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS Recycling Depot, Pender Harbour 

 London Drugs, Gibsons 

 RONA, Pender Harbour 
 

Batteries - lead acid 
(vehicle)  

Accepted in 2023. Wait till next year. 
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 

Store until 2023 Islands Clean Up, or drop off at no charge at: 

 By-Pass Auto Recycling, Gibsons 

 Canadian Tire, Sechelt  

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 KalTire, Sechelt 

 Kenmac Auto Parts, Gibsons 

 Napa Auto Parts, Sechelt 

 OK Tire, Sechelt 

 Pender Harbour Diesel Co. ($2 charge) 

 Other locations in BC 
 

Batteries, leaking or 
corroded, lead acid (vehicle) 

Leaking or corroded lead acid batteries are a hazardous 
material and we will not take on the barge. 

Place in a thick sturdy plastic bag (e.g. polypropylene), add 
kitty litter or sand, tie at the top, and drop off at no charge at the 
locations listed above.  

Boats - small  
(e.g. canoes, kayaks, skiffs) 

Too large to be accepted on the barge.  
 

Contact the Sechelt Landfill for disposal options: 
604-885-6800 x6702 or contact a landfill in the Vancouver area 

Books Accepted in Cardboard Recycling bin if dry and bagged in a 
clear bag 

Take soft and hard cover books to:           Other locations in BC 

 Thrift shop (if in good condition) 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot – must be dry 

http://www.rcbc.ca/
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/locations?searched_area=proximity&material_id=m%40112&search_term=Smoke+Alarm
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/locations?searched_area=proximity&material_id=k-476%40116&search_term=Boat+battery
https://www.call2recycle.ca/
https://www.call2recycle.ca/faqs/
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/locations?searched_area=proximity&material_id=k-327%40116&search_term=Battery+(vehicle)
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search


Item 
Why is the material not accepted 

in the Islands Clean Up? 
Recycling or Disposal Options 

Construction, renovation, 
deconstruction and 
demolition waste, e.g. wood, 
roofing, flooring, some 
insulation (e.g. vermiculite – 
see separate entry) 

Requires segregation for disposal of each material type in 
separate bins and there is not enough space on the barge. As 
well some materials require asbestos testing and need to be 
taken directly to the landfill or transfer station for disposal. 
 
Note: Pink, yellow and blue jean insulation is accepted in clear 
plastic bags as garbage. 

Take to:                                                     Other locations in BC 

 Pender Harbour Transfer Station* 

 Sechelt Landfill* (wood to Salish Soils*) 

 Other landfill in the Vancouver area 
 
www.scrd.ca/asbestos  

Electronic Waste Part of a product stewardship program. Was accepted in 2019 
as a pilot. Is not currently being considered for inclusion as a 
special, rotating item. 

Drop off at no charge at:                          Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS, Pender Harbour 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 

Drywall/gypsum board Gypsum has special handling requirements beyond the 
capacity of the Islands Clean Up. All used gypsum must be 
tested for the presence of asbestos by a qualified company 
before it can be accepted at the Sechelt Landfill or Pender 
Harbour Transfer Station. 

Contact a qualified company to test for asbestos.  
a.) If asbestos is not detected, take to Sechelt Landfill or 

Pender Harbour Transfer Station with a copy of 
certified test results. 

b.) If asbestos is detected, contact a qualified company to 
assist with proper removal and disposal. 

www.scrd.ca/asbestos  

Engines/vehicles Engines and vehicles not accepted. 
Recreational Vehicles accepted at the Sechelt Landfill. 

Contact a local automobile wrecking/salvage company. 
 

Fire extinguishers Hazardous and pressurized. Not accepted at the Sechelt 
Landfill or Pender Harbour Transfer Station. 

Take to:  

 Fire Extinguisher testing company e.g. Contact Elite 
Fire Protection 

Fish nets - loose One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis.  
 
Loose fish nets interfere with equipment on the barge and at 
the landfill. 

Accepted in 2022 if cut into 1 meter / 4 foot pieces and placed 
in clear plastic bags.  
Nets that are not cut or bagged will be rejected as they 
pose a tripping hazard on a marine vessel. 

Glass - framed  Dangerous handling when loading on barge. 
 
Accepted IF removed from frame and pieces are boxed for 
collection.  

Can accept pane glass removed from frame, broken into pieces 
and placed in cardboard box for garbage disposal. 
 

Glass still in frames will not be accepted. 

Household hazardous 
waste, e.g. solvents, 
pesticides, flammable 
liquids, oil, oily rags, fuel, 
antifreeze 

Hazardous. Due to their dangerous nature we cannot accept 
with Islands Clean up. See links to the right for program 
information on bringing in your items. 

For what is accepted and how to prepare:  

 Pesticides, solvents, fuel, flammable liquids: 

https://www.productcare.org/products/hhw/british-
columbia/ 

 Oil and antifreeze: www.bcusedoil.com/ 
Residential pesticides, solvents, fuel, flammable liquids: 

 Sechelt Landfill1 
Oil, oily rags:   

                                                           
1 Residential pesticides only; gasoline accepted but not diesel 

 

https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
http://www.scrd.ca/asbestos
https://www.return-it.ca/electronics/locations/
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Infrastructure/Solid%20Waste/2015-FEB%20Company%20List%20Drywall%20Testing%20Asbestos%20Waste.pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Infrastructure/Solid%20Waste/2015-FEB%20Company%20List%20Drywall%20Testing%20Asbestos%20Waste.pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/asbestos
https://www.productcare.org/products/hhw/british-columbia/
https://www.productcare.org/products/hhw/british-columbia/
http://www.bcusedoil.com/


Item 
Why is the material not accepted 

in the Islands Clean Up? 
Recycling or Disposal Options 

 Columbia Fuels, Sechelt 

 Kenmac Autoparts, Gibsons 

 Pender Harbour Diesel Co. 
                                                                   Other locations in BC 

UNSORTED Household 
Recycling – plastic 
containers, film and flexible 
plastic packaging, styrofoam 

If recycling is unsorted or dirty it will go as garbage and cannot 
be accepted as recycling.  
Refer to the “Household Recycling Sorting “ 
Note: cardboard is accepted (flattened), Styrofoam (in clear 
bags) and metal containers can be placed in the metal bin.  

Drop off at no charge at:                           Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS, Pender Harbour 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 
 
 

Items longer than 3.7m / 12ft 
or bigger than 8 cubic feet in 
volume 

Materials are not accepted at the Sechelt Landfill at this size. 
Materials must be reduced in size to be included in the 
garbage bin on the barge.   

For disposal: 

 Hire a contractor that offers waste disposal and 
recycling services. They will transport such items to a 
waste management facility outside of the SCRD that 
accepts them. 

 If material is accepted at Sechelt Landfill and Pender 
Harbour Transfer Station, reduce size of item to less 
than 12ft by dismantling, breaking up or cutting up. 

Lights, light bulbs, light 
fixtures 

Difficult item to handle – easy to break and become 
hazardous. 

Drop off at no charge at:                           Other locations in BC 
 
Light bulbs: 

 Canadian Tire, Sechelt  

 Gibsons Building Supplies 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS, Pender Habour? 

 London Drugs, Gibsons 

 RONA, Pender Harbour 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 

 Trail Bay Hardware, Sechelt 
Light fixtures: 

 Donate to a charity if in good working condition 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS, Pender Harbour 
 

Organics  
(e.g. food waste, yard and 
garden green waste) 

Organics should be diverted (for composting) as opposed to 
disposed as garbage.  
 
 
 

It is recommended to compost on-site,  
e.g. backyard, worm, Green Cone, Jora, Bokashi. 
 
Or drop off for composting at no charge** at: 
Food scraps:  

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 
Residential green waste: 

 Gibsons Public Works Yard 

https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
https://recyclebc.ca/where-to-recycle/find-depot/
https://www.productcare.org/products/lights/british-columbia/


Item 
Why is the material not accepted 

in the Islands Clean Up? 
Recycling or Disposal Options 

 Pender Harbour Transfer Station 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 
** Fees apply for commercial green waste and loads greater 
than 5 tonnes                                            Other locations in BC 

Oxygen tanks Not accepted at Sechelt Landfill. 
If green in colour from Linde or formerly Praxair use 
options on right. 

Drop off at no charge at Kenmac Auto Parts, Gibsons  
Other locations in BC 

Paint Products Accepted in 2023. Wait till next year or use depots listed on 
the right.  
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 
 

Also drop at no charge:                              Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 Sechelt Landfill 

 RONA, Pender Harbour 

 GRIPS, Pender Harbour 

Printer cartridges - loose Hazardous material. Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC 

 London Drugs, Gibsons 
 

Propane tanks - greater than 
9kg / 25lb 

Requires segregation in a separate bin and there is not 
enough space on the barge.  
 

Take to:                                                      Other locations in BC 

 Pender Harbour Transfer Station* 

 Sechelt Landfill* 
 

Propane tanks – smaller 
than 9kg / 25lb 

Accepted in 2023. Wait till next year or use depots listed on 
the right.  
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 
 

Store until 2023 or take to:                         Other locations in BC 

 Pender Harbour Transfer Station* 

 Sechelt Landfill* 
 

Small Appliances Part of a product stewardship program. 
May be accepted as scrap metal.  

Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS , Pender Harbour 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt               

Styrofoam - beach Takes up too much space on the barge to be collected 
separately. A small amount can be included as part of 
resident’s maximum allowable materials. 

Take to Sechelt Landfill* or landfill in Vancouver area. Inform 
staff about interest when registering for a flag stop. 
Contact SCRD staff with questions by email. 

Televisions, screens, 
monitors and displays 

Part of a product stewardship program. 
 
Was accepted in 2019 as a pilot. Is not currently being 
considered for inclusion as a special, rotating item. 

Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 GRIPS, Pender Harbour 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 
 

Thermostats May contain mercury, a hazardous material. Drop off at no charge at:                            Other locations in BC 

 Gibsons Recycling Depot 

 Salish Soils, Sechelt 
 

https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
https://www.rcbc.ca/contact
https://www.productcare.org/recycling-locator/
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/locations?searched_area=proximity&material_id=k-113%4055&search_term=Ink+cartridge
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
https://www.electrorecycle.ca/recycle/
file:///U:/Users/andrea.patrao/OpenText/OTEdit/EC_scrdot/c4145671/infrastructure@scrd.ca_subject=Beach%20styrofoam%20and%20islands%20clean%20up
https://www.return-it.ca/locations/
https://www.hrai.ca/public-drop-off-locations


Item 
Why is the material not accepted 

in the Islands Clean Up? 
Recycling or Disposal Options 

Tires – passenger or light 
truck (marked with a P or 
LT) 

Accepted in 2023. Wait till next year or use depots listed on 
the right.  
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 
 
 

Other disposal options:                              Other locations in BC 

 Return to dealer where purchased or when purchasing 
new tires 

 Take to Sechelt Landfill* 

 Take to Pender Harbour Transfer Station* 
 
Note: Tires on rim are accepted at Sechelt Landfill and Pender 
Harbour Transfer Station at a higher tipping fee off rim tires.                                                           

Tires - commercial and 
medium  (not marked with P 
or LT) 

The Islands Clean Up is for residential materials only.  Take to:                                                      Other locations in BC 

 Pender Harbour Transfer Station* 

 Sechelt Landfill* 
 

Tires - filled with foam, 
concrete or other material 

Accepted in 2023. Please allow to drain/dry out. 
 
Wait till next year or use depots listed on the right.  
 
One of the special items accepted on a rotating basis. 
 

Requires pre-registration during flag stop to accept tires filled 
with Styrofoam.  
 
Rest of the year. Contact Ocean Legacy Foundation for 
possible marine debris clean up options or landfill in the 
Vancouver area. 

Vermiculite insulation Contains asbestos. Accepted at Sechelt Landfill by appointment only. 
www.scrd.ca/asbestos  

Wooden Furniture Requires segregation in a separate bin and there is not 
enough space on the barge.  
 
 

If in good condition, donate or take to:       Other locations in BC 

 Habitat for Humanity, Sechelt 
Accepted at Salish Soils* and Pender Harbour Transfer 
Station* for disposal. 
 

 

* Tipping fees apply at Sechelt Landfill, Pender Harbour Transfer Station and wood at Salish Soils: www.scrd.ca/disposal-fees  

 

For more information:  

 BC Recycling Hotline: www.rcbc.ca/services/recycling-hotline 1-800-667-4321 or hotline@rcbc.ca  

 BC Recycling App: https://www.rcbc.ca/services/recyclepedia-app  

https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/locations?searched_area=proximity&material_id=m%40148&search_term=Car+or+Light+Truck+Tire
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
https://oceanlegacy.ca/
http://www.scrd.ca/asbestos
https://www.rcbc.ca/recyclepedia/search
http://www.scrd.ca/disposal-fees
http://www.rcbc.ca/services/recycling-hotline
file:///U:/Users/andrea.patrao/OpenText/OTEdit/EC_scrdot/c3555685/mailto_hotline@rcbc.ca
https://www.rcbc.ca/services/recyclepedia-app

